M
Jackson County Board of Commissioners
Meeting Minutes
Monday, September 16, 2019 •

6: 00 P. M.

The Jackson County Board of Commissioners met on Monday, September 16, 2019 at 6: 00 p. m.
in the Jury Assembly Room at the Jackson County Courthouse, located at 5000 Jackson
Parkway, Jefferson, Georgia.
Commissioners Present: Tom Crow, Chairman

Jim Hix, Commissioner District 1

Chas Hardy, Commissioner District 2
Marty Seagraves, Commissioner District 4
Commissioners Absent:

Ralph Richardson, Commissioner District 3

Staff Present:

Christopher Hamilton, County Attorney
Kevin Poe, County Manager
Gina Roy, Public Development Director
Toni Harvey, Senior Planner
Jamie Dove, Planner

Ericka Johnson, Deputy Clerk

M
Press Present:

A.

Mike Buffington, Mainstreet News/ Jackson Herald

CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Tom Crow called the meeting to order at 6: 00 p. m.
B.

INVOCATION:

County Manager Kevin Poe gave the invocation.
C.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Commissioner Marty Seagraves led the Pledge of Allegiance.
D.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Minutes for August 19, 2019:

Commissioner Hardy made the motion to approve the minutes for August 19, 2019 as written.
Commissioner Hix seconded the motion.
motion passed unanimously. ( Vote 4 — 0)

E.

CITIZEN INPUT:

None

Hearing no discussion, the vote was taken and the
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F.

REPORTS:

From County Manager Kevin Poe:

Reminded members of the scheduled budget meeting to be held on Wednesday,
September 18th at 6: 00 p. m.
Announced the board would consider adoption of the FY 2020 Budget at a called meeting
on Wednesday, September 25th at 6: 00 p. m.
Advised there would be a joint meeting of the Jackson County Board of Commissioners
and the Jackson County Board of Education on September 30th and October 1 st at the
Georgia Center for Continuing Education.

G.

RECOGNITIONS, APPOINTMENTS, & SPECIAL ITEMS:
None

H.

CONSENT AGENDA:
None

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

None

J.

NEW BUSINESS:
1) (

Public Hearing) —Request to Abandon a Portion of Joe Bolton Road: (
Gina Roy)
Conduct a public hearing for the abandonment of a portion of Joe Bolton Road. The

subject property runs north to south from the remainder of Joe Bolton Road to

Highway 334. The portion of the roadway amounts to a total of 0. 357 acres with 40 feet
of right-of-way. Staff recommends approval.
Senior Planner Jamie Dove addressed the board and presented the staff report. She

reminded members at the August 19th BOC meeting, the board determined that the proposal
met the abandonment criteria. She reported Greenland Opportunities had entered into an

agreement with Pilgrim' s Pride Corporation to request that the County abandon the portion of
Joel Bolton Road. Ms. Dove explained the agreement noted Greenland and Pilgrim' s Pride

desired the road realignment improvements to be made at the intersection of Highway 334
and Joe Bolton Road, which would result in the entrance to Pilgrim' s feed mill aligning with
Joe Bolton Road. The County Road Superintendent had no reservations concerning the
abandonment. Staff recommended approval.

County Attorney Christopher Hamilton opened the public hearing for comment. Attorney
Wayne Reese did not have anything to add. There was no opposition to the request and the
public hearing was closed. Commissioner Hardy made the motion to approve the
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abandonment. Commissioner Hix seconded the motion.
Vote 4 — 0)

Hearing no discussion, the vote was

taken and the motion passed unanimously. (
2) (

Public Hearin q)
- — Request to Abandon the Reminder of Y. E. Bolton Road: (

Gina Roy)

Conduct a public hearing for the abandonment of the remainder of Y.E. Bolton Road.
The remainder of the roadway runs north to south from Joe Bolton Road to Highway
334. The west side of the roadway runs along Norfolk Southern Railroad' s 100 -foot
right-of-way. The remainder of the roadway amounts to a total of 0. 925 acres with 40
feet of right-of-way.
Senior Planner Jamie Dove addressed the board and presented the staff report. She

reminded members at the August 19th BOC meeting, the BOC determined that the proposal
met the abandonment criteria. She also advised the BOC voted to abandon a 3, 600 -foot
portion of Y. E. Bolton Road and Greenland Opportunities had determined that the
abandonment of the remainder of Y. E. Bolton Road was appropriate. Ms. Dove added this

was the appropriate time for abandonment and Road Superintendent Jeff Bridges had given
his consent. Staff recommended approval.

County Attorney Christopher Hamilton opened the public hearing.

Mr. Wayne Reese spoke in

favor of the request and stated no one would use this road. There was no opposition to the

request and the public hearing was closed.

Commissioner Hardy made the motion to approve the abandonment. Commissioner
Seagraves seconded the motion. Hearing no discussion, the vote was taken and the motion
passed unanimously. ( Vote 4 — 0)
3)

Roundabout Lighting Assistance for SR 53 t-

CR 433/ New Cut Road: (

Kevin Poe)

Approve an agreement with the Georgia Department of Transportation for roundabout

lighting installed as part of the SR 53 @ New Cut Road roundabout project.

County Attorney Kevin Poe addressed the board and advised Georgia Department of
Transportation required a signed agreement for roundabout lighting installed as part of the SR
53 at New Cut Road roundabout project. He stated the lighting would be administered in the
form of a Local Government Lighting Project Agreement. And, it would be the responsibility of

the County to provide the energy, operation and maintenance for the lighting system. Staff
recommended approval.

Chairman Crow made the motion to approve the agreement. Commissioner Seagraves
seconded the motion.

Hearing no discussion, the vote was taken and the motion passed

unanimously. ( Vote 4 — 0)
4)

Award Contract for Striping Various County Roads: (

Kevin Poe)

Staff recommends that the project be awarded to the lowest bidder, Roadside
Specialties, in the amount of $208, 323. 40 and that the FY 2019 budget be amended to
allocate an additional $ 60, 000 to fully fund the project.

County Manager Kevin Poe advised the County had been awarded a $ 100, 000 grant for
restriping and installation of pavement markers on County maintained road. There was a
30% local match ($ 30, 000) for the County to receive the grant. Staff had compiled a list of 50
miles of roadway to receive new striping with reflective pavement markers to be installed
where warranted. Mr. Poe noted the received bids were higher than anticipated.

Four (4)
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bids were received and the low bidder was Roadside Specialties in the amount of

208, 323. 40. Mr. Poe recommended to amend the FY 2019 budget to allocate an additional

60, 000 to fully fund the project.
Chairman Crow made the motion to approve the request and amend the budget.
Commissioner Hix seconded the motion.

Hearing no discussion, the vote was taken and the

motion passed unanimously. ( Vote 4 - 0)
5)

FY 2020 Georgia Indigent Defense Services Agreement: (

Kevin Poe)

Approve and authorize the Chairman to execute the FY 2020 Georgia Indigent Services
Agreement.

County Manager Kevin Poe addressed the board and presented the staff report. The Georgia
Indigent Defense Services Agreement covered the operation of the Circuit Public Defender
Office of the Piedmont Judicial Circuit. Mr. Poe recommended approval of the agreement for

the next calendar year in the amount of $510, 856. He said this was a 12% increase over the

prior year due state salary adjustments and the need to add another attorney. The County' s
portion was 40%.

Chairman Crow made a motion to approve the agreement. Commissioner Hix seconded the
motion.

Hearing no discussion, the vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.

Vote 4 — 0)
6)

Consider Hirinq Consultant for the Analysis and Assessment of Count
Communications System: (

Kevin Poe)

To consider hiring a consultant to help analyze the need for an upgraded or updated
county -wide radio system and to review the proposal submitted by Motorola to provide
a complete P 25 700/ 800 MHz Trunked Communications System.

County Manager Kevin Poe advised the non- public safety rated Turbo Radio System for radio
communications would no longer be supported in two ( 2) years. He presented two ( 2)
options. One was to upgrade or move toward a new system. Mr. Poe said this was a

complex issue and recommended hiring a consultant with proper assistance regarding the
upgrading of the radio system. Mr. Poe advised TUSA Consulting Services had submitted a
proposal to provide an assessment and analysis services to assist the board in making
decisions regarding the direction the County should go to meet its future communication
system needs.
He further explained TUSA Consulting Services would interview all potential
users, investigate equipment, inspect facilities, and review proposals. He recommended
approval of the request and advised the budget impact was $ 44, 286.

Chairman Crow made the motion to approve.

Commissioner Hardy seconded the motion.

Hearing no discussion, the vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously. (
7)

Mental Health Awareness Week Proclamation: (

Authorize a proclamation recognizing October 6 — 12,
Week in Jackson County.

Vote 4 — 0)

Kevin Poe)

2019 as Mental Health Awareness

County Manager Kevin Poe presented a proclamation for consideration recognizing October 6
12 as Mental Health Awareness Week in Jackson County.

He said the proclamation would

be presented on October 6th at 5 p. m. at the Historic Courthouse. Chairman Crow made the
motion to approve the proclamation. Commissioner Hix seconded the motion. Hearing no
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discussion, the vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously. ( Vote 4 — 0)

ZONING RELATED BUSINESS:

K.

Unfinished Business:
None
New Business:

8)

RZ- 19- 19 — Roger Wilson, 1321 Savage Road, Bogart, GA; 2. 63 acres; rezone from A- 2
to

R- 1. (

Map 059/ Parcel 010P)

Planning Staff Recommendation:

Approval with 2 conditions

Planning Commission Recommendation:

Approval with 2 conditions

Senior Planner Toni Harvey addressed the board and presented the staff report for RZ- 19- 19.
The applicant requested a rezoning of property from A-2 to R- 1 in order to divide the property
into two (2) lots to build another home. Staff and the Planning Commission recommended
approval with two ( 2) conditions.
1.

Both the existing home and proposed home must connect to public water, and

2.

Any new driveways must be driveway separation or a shared driveway must be
utilized. The driveway must be shown on the plant to subdivide the property.

County Attorney Christopher Hamilton opened the public hearing for comment.

Roger Wilson,

1321 Savage Road, Bogart, GA addressed the board and explained he wanted to divide the

property so his son or daughter could build a home. There was no opposition to the request
and the public hearing was closed.
Commissioner Seagraves made the motion to approve RZ- 19- 19 with the two ( 2)
recommended conditions.

1.

Both the existing home and proposed home must connect to public water, and

2.

Any new driveways must be driveway separation or a shared driveway must be
utilized.

The driveway must be shown on the plant to subdivide the property.

Commissioner Hix seconded the motion.

Hearing no discussion, the vote was taken and the

motion passed unanimously. ( Vote 4 — 0)

9)

RZ- 19- 20 — Tracy

Milford ( M& M Properties of Commerce, LLC), 2367 U. S. Hwy. 441

South, Commerce, GA; 30. 134 acres; rezone from NRC to G -I. (
Planning Staff Recommendation:
Planning Commission Recommendation:
O,

Map 012/ Parcel 012)

Denial

Approval with 2 conditions

Senior Planner Toni Harvey addressed the board and presented the staff report. The
applicant requested approval of RZ- 19- 20 from NRC to General Industrial to expand his
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existing business. Staff recommended denial and the Planning Commission recommended
approval with two ( 2) conditions.

1.

In combination with the existing operation and the proposed operation with a total of
45 employees must connect to a septic system and in combination with the existing
operation and the proposed operation with a total over 45 employees must connect to
a sewer system.

2.

Development must abide by the East Jackson Overlay.

County Attorney Christopher Hamilton opened the public hearing.

Dylan Wilbanks, 1215

South Elm Street, Commerce, GA, and representing the applicant Tracey Milord, addressed
He stated the applicant owned Dirt Dog Manufacturing, a supplier of commercial

the board.

landscaping equipment and skid steer attachments.

He shard the applicant had to plans to expand the operation and build a larger facility. There
was a discussion regarding the use of robotic welding machines. Mr. Wilbanks said this will
be a large investment. He also stated the business was expected to add five to ten
employees.
system.

He further stated the applicant wanted to operate the business on a septic

Mr. Wilbanks advised the applicant was amendable to the following conditions.

1.

To abide by the Overlay District.

2.

Operate on a septic system.

3.

Requirement to connect to sewer when a neighboring property connects to sewer.

There was a discussion concerning the septic system and proposed operations by sewer.
Public Development Director Gina Roy informed the board they had the option of add a
condition requiring the applicant to meet all state and all environmental health regulations
regarding septic systems.

There was no opposition to the request and the public hearing was closed. Commissioner
Hardy made the motion to approve the request with the following ( 2) conditions.
1.

Meet all state and all environmental health regulations for septic systems.

2.

Meet all conditions of the overlay district.

Chairman Crow seconded the motion. Hearing no discussion, the vote was taken and the
motion passed unanimously. ( Vote 4 — 0)

L.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
None

M.

ADJOURNMENT:

Chairman Tom Crow declared the meeting adjourned at 6: 39 p. m.
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All printed material/ documentation presented is filed in Board Minute Addendum Book No. 13P ( Year 2019) and hereby becomes a part of these official minutes.
Minutes Approved:

Monday, October 7, 2019.

JACKSON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Tom Crow, Chairman
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